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Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.
Ephesians 6:10

God works through weakness. Nothing else. Carefully think through the words of the Apostle Paul: Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Notice what he did not say—Finally, be strong for God. 



Dr. Norman Geisler puts it this way, “It’s not hard to live the Christian life . . . it’s impossible!” He’s dead right. Anyone who thinks they should be used of God because of their grand talents is scratched off the list. Why? Because they are sure to fail. 



Perusing the Bible fully illustrates this fact. It was a man with a speech impediment, a man who lacked stage presence, a man who lacked an army, who led Israel out of Egypt—Moses. It was a man fearfully crippled by his inadequacy who God used to rebuke Israel and advise her how to handle the Babylonian captivity—Jeremiah. It was a man who admittedly lacked natural boldness who shaped the church for two thousand years—the Apostle Paul.



This year (2008) Dr. Geisler shared a small part of his personal testimony at our conference in Gettysburg. He was raised in such poverty that the family had to resort to eating their pet rabbits. The family was godless and uneducated.

Year after year, a local congregation picked him up in a bus and took him to church. At seventeen he placed his faith in Jesus Christ. When he told his mother, she picked up a poking iron from the fireplace and said, “If you say one more thing about Christ, I’m going to beat you to death with this.” He replied, “For me to live is Christ and to die is gain.”

In the eleventh grade he was kicked out of school when the teacher asked the class how the Tale of Two Cities ended.  He responded, “With a period.”  Even though he was illiterate at age sixteen and no longer in formal education, it was during this time of his life that he felt God say to him, “I’m going to make you a scholar.” He went on to gain two master degrees and a doctorate. Today, at seventy-six years of age, the results of his life are staggering: He stands among the fathers who revived biblical apologetics, has written over seventy books, has debated countless atheists on collage campuses and remains in demand as one of Christianity’s foremost speakers.

It all started when God chose a lad who clearly knew his inadequacies. The same is true for you and me. 

Why are so few people used by God? Because we want to bring him our strength in order to impress people with what we can do for God. That glorifies us, not God. God is searching for those who are not afraid of their weakness because they learned to be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.

Charles Lindbergh’s wife was interviewed after his death. Knowing that he held strong political views, the reporter asked why he never went into politics. She replied that it was because he could never compromise with anyone. Then she made a profound statement: “His strength became his weakness.”

That is exceedingly true in the Christian life. It is wonderful to be loaded with talent and ability. It is not until we fully realize that this cannot get God’s work done, however, that we stand in line to be chosen for use. 

Think about it: We had no hand in creation. We had nothing to offer the Atonement. We are powerless to orchestrate the flow of nations that will culminate in all things in heaven and earth being brought under one head—Jesus Christ (Ephesians 1:9-10). We have no hand in the ability to ignite faith in another. We don’t even have the strength to conquer our own sin nature. This is all the work of God. And he does his work through those who, knowing their weakness, learn absolute faith dependence upon him.

Thus, the Apostle Paul gloried in his weakness because therein he experienced the power of God. He embraced his thorn in the flesh. He gloried in his setbacks: imprisonments, beatings, losses through thieves, humiliations and more. It took a man of his experience to be able to write: “But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are” (1 Corinthians 1:27-28).

We are all lovers of strength—our strength. That’s natural to the sin nature. Walter Kerr said, “He had delusions of adequacy.” John Right put it this way, “He is a self-made man and worships his creator.” It is our love a self elevation that causes us to argue with God about our weaknesses, all the while failing to realize that they are there to lead us to absolute dependence upon God. They are there to enable us to be a demonstration of his power.

So, how do you apply this to your life? Don’t pray, “O, God, please use me in light of the marvelous gifts you have given me.” That won’t work. Try this: “O, God, I come in my poverty [see Matthew 5:3] and ask that you demonstrate your mighty power through my weakness.” 

This will arouse heaven’s full attention. Then, and only then, are we in the position to be chosen for great use.          

