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Take A Break
We are a little late getting our January issue out because I was taking a break back in the Midwest with my family. Let me introduce them to you. In the picture from left to right, you’ll see my beautiful wife Vicki, sister Cathy, brother Dan, my mom, and little sis Sharon, looking the other way, trying to get away from us weirdo’s. I’m the crazy guy in the front. We were back celebrating my mom’s 77th birthday in Canton, MI, near Detroit. I think she is more healthy than I am at times, although I can still run faster than she does. We also had a great time with Vicki’s family in Morton, IL celebrating Christmas. Seeing family was great, as well as traveling with my family, Vicki, Andy and Amy.

Going back to the Midwest to see friends and family was great. It was also relaxing to do something different from the normal. We all need that. I heard of a Pastor who took a Christmas break by just doing nothing, really. He never got more than 100 feet from his house for a week. He slept often. Breaks are good. I gave our staff the week off between holidays. It’s good for the work environment. Try it. We actually should take a break every week, at least for a day. Do something different. Sometimes something different is being with your family, dating your spouse, working in the yard. The Bible encourages us to rest. "Six days you shall labor, but on the seventh day you shall rest; even during the plowing season and harvest you must rest.” Ex. 34:21 Even during the busiest time of the year, plowing season, rest. Mark writes “Then, because so many people were coming and going that they did not even have a chance to eat, he said to them, "Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest." Mark 6:31. Even Jesus encouraged his disciples to rest in the midst of crowds coming. This year, make a commitment to rest, get home earlier, date your spouse weekly, have a father/son event, call your mom weekly. It is good for the soul, which spills over to those around you. Never brag about disobeying God’s command to rest.

Happy New Year,
Jim Smith
Executive Directorjim.smith@cbasc.com


Note: If this format doesn’t work well for your email program and you can’t see the graphics, please look for this publication on our website at: E-Ministry Matters January 2009.
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Free Luncheon
January 22, 2009, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
First Baptist Church, 101 S Atlantic Blvd., Alhambra, CA 91801

A recent Willow Creek study, written up in the booklet “Reveal,” clearly states that most of the churches in that study showed a lack of spiritual development in their long-time members. Transformation Ministries (TM) began implementing the L3 (Learning to Live and Lead like Jesus) process 4 years ago (following the model and using the resources of VantagePoint3-VP3), and it has proven to be a very helpful method for discipling and equipping church leaders. Take advantage of this free Transformation Ministries luncheon for all interested church members and church staff to learn more about how this program can benefit your ministry.

Please RSVP by January 14 with Lorena Rosales at 1.800.299.3448, ext. 891 or email her at lrosales@transmin.org. If you have further questions, contact Mark Lambert at mlambert@transmin.org or call 951.533.4231.
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Religious Freedom Sunday 
Each year, the President declares January 16th to be Religious Freedom Day, and calls upon Americans to "observe this day through appropriate events and activities in homes, schools, and places of worship." It is the anniversary of the passage of the Virginia Statute on Religious Freedom in 1786. Thomas Jefferson drafted the legislation that protected the civil rights of people to express their religious beliefs without suffering discrimination. The U.S. Department of Education has issued guidelines explaining students' religious liberties. Students can pray, read their Bibles, and talk about their faith at school during school hours. They can also express their faith in their class work and homework.

January 11th is Religious Freedom Sunday—a nationwide initiative established by Gateways to Better Education to bring greater awareness to Religious Freedom Day (Friday, January 16, 2009) and help public schools become more faith friendly.

Religious Freedom Sunday calls churches to 'proclaim liberty throughout the land' (Lev.25:10) by honoring the educators within their congregations and informing the students, parents, and educators in the church about students' religious liberty in their public schools.

To help churches in this task and highlight the legal assistance ADF can give to individuals, Gateways has published " Free to Speak" — a pocket-sized summary of the U.S. Department of Education guidelines explaining students' religious liberties. January 11th is a time when churches across America will distribute “Free to Speak" to its students and their families. For more information about ordering this pocket-sized pamphlet, visit http://www.gtbe.org/store or call (800) 929-1163.

Official Victory
Click hereThe official Statement of the Vote has been released by the Secretary of State. Proposition 8 passed by a margin of 52.3% to 47.7%. We won by a margin of 600,000 votes: 7,001,084 to 6,401,483. To provide some context for this vote:

Prop. 8 received 2,150,000 MORE votes than did Arnold Schwarzenegger when he was reelected in 2006.
Prop. 8 received nearly 2 million MORE votes than Dianne Feinstein did when she was reelected to the US Senate in 2006.
Prop. 8 received 250,000 MORE votes than did John Kerry when he carried California in 2004. 
Prop. 8 received 45,000 MORE votes than did Barbara Boxer in her landslide reelection to the U.S. Senate in 2004.  
Prop. 8 passed with approximately the same percentage of the vote that Barack Obama received nationally.

You can review the county-by-county results of all the results by going to the California Secretary of State’s Web page. .
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	Annual Meeting at Whittier Hills
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This year we are returning to Whittier Hills Baptist Church on Sunday, March 1 for our CB Southern California Annual Meeting. The event starts at 3:45 p.m. with our Late Afternoon Sessions followed by a dinner (nominal cost) at 4:45 p.m. and our General Session at 6:00 p.m.  
Late Afternoon Sessions:
What is Happening Worldwide with CB Global: Stephen LeBar, CBA Executive Director, Longmont, CO
How God is Working in Temecula: Matt Hsieh, Pastor, Rancho Baptist, Temecula
One Year Later - Satellite Campus Ministry: David Gaunt, Sunrise Campus Pastor, Ontario
Preparing our Elders, before they are Elders: David Stanley, Pastor, Fellowship Baptist, Riverside
Helpful Women's Ministry Ideas – Q&A time: Vicki Smith, CBSC Women’s Ministries Dir., Facilitator

Don’t miss this exciting night to learn, reconnect and support your association.
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Christmas Banquet
132 came to our Christmas Banquet, which was more than anticipated. In fact, for the first time in years, we had no “no shows” and even had several people come at the last minute! With an extra table set up and a few extra meals prepared, we managed to get everyone seated, much to the relief of Laura. Michael Jr. was a wonderful entertainer and all seemed to have a wonderful night.

Journey to Bethlehem
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Journey of Faith in Manhattan Beach and their campus in Bellflower had over 11,000 people come to walk through their outdoor version of Bethlehem. They did two consecutive weekends at different campuses, with 2,800 walking through at their Bellflower campus!

Walk Thru Bethlehem 
Grace Church of Glendora also had a one-weekend Walk Thru Bethlehem with nearly 7,000 attending. 2,000 information cards were completed by attendees, revealing 600 people with no church home, 3 decisions for Christ, and 1,700 visitors not from Grace Church.
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Change of Heart
Bethany Church in Long Beach presented a musical drama, “Change of Heart,” in eight performances with 5, 366 attending. Response cards indicated: 303 first-time visitors; 15 individuals who were not Christians but wanted to know more; 31 people not sure if they were Christians but who wanted to speak with someone; 99 who wanted more information on church classes; and 36 interested in the newcomers brunch. 

Back to top
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In 1971 James Duren initiated the first classes of what he named The Bible Seminary of The Americas. This humble beginning in the First Baptist Church of Commerce was the realization of a long-standing dream for training workers for the local church. And since that time, hundreds have studied courses, 31 have received a specialized certificate of completion and 51 have graduated with the Diploma in Theology. Of these, 75 percent have been called to pastoral ministry. Over these 37 years, the seminary headquarters has moved four times and been served by four different deans. At times finances have been meager and the temptation has existed to close the doors. In 2007 we lost first our dean, Ernesto Alonso, and then our founder and chairman, Dr. James Duren. Both were suddenly promoted to heaven. Would the seminary survive? God has brought other good men to fill in the gaps. Professors Pete Stuck, Richard Kryder and Gregorio Aceituno have directed four of our teaching centers in Southern California. Dr. Hugo Garcia continues to serve part time as Director of Programs and Development. Professor Emilio Antonio Nunez gives direction to our board as its new chairman. James Duren memorial gifts purchased DVD filming equipment, and so far, three courses have been recorded for use with student groups at a distance. Discussions are proceeding toward restarting our English Leadership in Ministry program directed by Glen Peterson. Our new board member, Dr. Luis Delgado, has offered to teach a course in counseling which we have not been in a position to offer for a number of years. Now comes the difficult part, meeting our budget! Tuition does not begin to cover our operating expenses. We count heavily on contributions from churches and individual. You've heard our story. Would you be a part of our future?  -Rod Wilson, President, r-mwilson@dslextreme.com. 
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	Celebration of Thanksgiving and Farewell
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Montebello Christian Fellowship will say farewell to their Pastor of 27 years, Robert Grimaud on January 18th, 2009 at 6:00 pm. All are welcome to attend and participate is this heartfelt farewell. Robert and Linda have meant so much to many people over the years, and this night is planned to be an expression of appreciation and love to both of them. In the future, Robert will be working with Hope Ministries International which helps third-world Pastors with training and continuing education classes. Robert and his wife, Linda, will be traveling in February to India to train Pastors and Christian workers. They will move to Eugene, Oregon.

When: January 18, 2009, 6:00 pm
Where: Montebello Christian Fellowship, 136 7th Street, Montebello, CA 90640

Twenty Years at Sunrise
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January marks the 20th anniversary of Pastor Jay Pankratz's ministry at Sunrise Church. Countless people have come to Christ under his ministry and have been blessed by his able leadership and faithful service. Pastor Jay will be honored for his faithful ministry at Sunrise Church on Sunday night, January 25, 2009, in a special service called, The Power of We. Pastor Jay is grateful for the massive army of volunteers at Sunrise Church who have partnered with him in this ministry. If you are in the Rialto area, plan to participate in this special evening of testimonies, music, teaching, and celebration of 20 years of faithfulness!

When: January 25, 2009, 6:30 p.m.
Where: Sunrise Church Rialto Worship Center, 2759 N. Ayala, Rialto, CA 92377
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	New Chronological Bible Available at Discount Prices 
www.CBAmerica.orgPart of the DNA of the Conservative Baptist movement is our commitment to be a people of the Word. Once again, CBAmerica has partnered with Tyndale House Publishers to offer the newly released One Year Chronological Bible (New Living Translation only) to CB churches at greatly discounted prices when purchased in case lots of 20 at $8.00 per Bible. The One Year Chronological Bible is ideal for anyone who wants to take a fresh look at the Bible by reading it in the order the events actually happened. You can read the entire Bible in as little as 15 minutes a day with this One Year Bible. This is a fantastic deal! These Bibles have a suggested retail price of $19.99. For more information, or to order Bibles, go to the CBAmerica website at  or call our National Office at 888.366.3010. Other Bibles at discounted prices are also available through CBAmerica.



RYFO NETWORK Helps Change How Musicians Tour
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Nick Greenwood, founder and director of RYFO NETWORK, is excited to announce the launch of the new RYFO network website, up and running on January 12, 2009. This is the next step in changing how musicians tour with assistance from RYFO, an organization established to holistically care for the unique physical, emotional and spiritual needs of touring musicians. Greenwood has been preparing for the January 12, 2009 launch of RYFO's new website (www.RYFO.org) since the organization's conception in the fall of 2007. Greenwood says, "With a new site, band members will be able to book nights through the site at interviewed host homes across the country for free, receive counseling from music industry professionals, request on-the-road tour chaplains, order free books from RYFO’s publishing partners, manage their own prayer networks, receive and interact with regular devotional content and find RYFO partners offering discounted services such as mechanics, restaurants, stores and more. There's nothing else out there like this.” For more information go to the old website: www.ryfo.org.


Individual Church Board Training
CBSC has developed a one-day, 5-hour training course for church leadership teams that deals with many of the responsibilities and duties of a church board. Jim Smith and Ed Reingrover will discuss the overall goal of a board, the biblical requirements of a board member, the functions of a board, the ingredients for a good goal setting meeting, what characteristics to pursue as a church and opportunities for interaction and discussion. This is available for a simple honorarium to CBSC. 
Saturdays already scheduled:
January 17: First Baptist Church, Fallbrook
January 24: San Antonio Heights Community Church, San Antonio Heights
January 31: Alpine Christian Fellowship, Alpine
If you are interested in having our team come to your church, call our office to reserve a date: 909.944.5900.


For more resources and events, please visit our web site: www.cbasc.com.
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Welcome to our E-News. If you know of individuals who would like to receive this publication, please contact us with their email addresses. If this format doesn’t work well for your email program and you can’t see the graphics, please look for this publication on our website at: http://www.cbasc.com. Click on the link for our Newsletter Archieves.
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CB Southern California
Phone: 909.944.5900  Fax: 909.944.5991
9640 Center Avenue, Suite 100
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730
www.cbasc.com
cbministries@cbasc.com HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n-BFEhkIujA" 
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