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Merry Christmas
As we get near Christmas, I like greeting people with a “Merry Christmas” whenever it is appropriate. It may be more politically correct now to say “Happy Holidays” instead of “Merry Christmas,” but I like “Merry Christmas.” I don’t want people to be confused with another holiday. Every holiday has a name. We say Happy Halloween instead of Happy Holiday. We don’t say Happy Holidays around Thanksgiving, Memorial Day or Valentine’s Day. Easter gets shortchanged as well, for the same reason. So let’s say it. It’s Christmas, the day we celebrate that “God become flesh and dwelt among us.” (John 1:14) Some want to take the focus off Jesus, the Christ, but I don’t. While Scripture contains many details about Christ's nativity, it does not record the exact date of His birth. However, ancient documents show that the Christian community in Rome began celebrating the Lord's Nativity on December 25 starting around the year A.D. 336. Followers of Jesus became known as Christians because they believed that Jesus is the Messiah, or the Christ. Christ is the English term for the Greek Khristós meaning "the anointed." The word Christmas originated as a compound meaning [image: image4.png]


"Christ's mass." It is derived from the Middle English Christemasse and Old English Cristes mæsse, a phrase first recorded in 1038. Jesus Christ made it possible for us to be part of His family and to have eternal life. For those who have accepted the greatest gift of all, faith in Jesus, we then worship Him as our Lord who protects us, disciplines us, loves us, bought us, chose us, rewards us, leads us, comforts us, gives us purpose, meaning and life. Since God gave us so much, we always celebrate this wonderful relationship with Him, and especially during this Christmas season. So for me, whenever I can, and as often as I remember, I want to greet people I meet with a very kind and sincere, “Merry Christmas!” It may just remind them of the real meaning of Christmas.

Merry Christmas!
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Jim Smith
Executive Directorjim.smith@cbasc.com


Note: If this format doesn’t work well for your email program and you can’t see the graphics, please look for this publication on our website at: E-News December 2008.
	 

	 
	
	
	 

	 
	
Christmas Banquet   
	 

	 
	Come One, Come All
POMONA VALLEY MINING COMPANYWe hope to see all of you at our Christmas Banquet in Pomona in a few weeks. We want you to come to something this Christmas where you don’t have to do a thing. Take a break and join us for our year-end Christmas celebration with a chance to network with many CB and Transformation Ministries Pastors from around Southern California. 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2008 starting at 6:30 pm
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We are privileged to have Christian Comedian Michael Jr. to provide the evening’s entertainment. Trust us, he’s funny. He has been on “The Tonight Show,” Comedy Central, “The Late, Late Show,” BET, “Jimmy Kimmel Live,” and many more. We also have some special gifts for all couples or individuals and updates on the coming year. All church staff and volunteers are invited. Come and enjoy this relaxing and uplifting night of encouragement. Don’t miss this. To reserve your place, choose from one of three options: call our CB office at 909.944.5900, email us at cbministries@cbasc.com or register and pay online.
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Montebello Forms Pastoral Search Team 
Pastor Robert Grimaud will conclude his ministry as Senior Pastor at Montebello Christian Fellowship on January 18th, 2009. The church will hold a special farewell that same evening. For further information, call the church office at: 323.728.1247. Previously, Robert felt he would stay until late spring, 2009, but with growing ministry opportunities with Hope Ministries International, he felt he would need to leave sooner. Hope Missions helps third-world Pastors with training and continuing education classes. Robert and his wife Linda will be traveling in February to India to train Pastors and Christian workers. They will move to Eugene, Oregon. CB is working with Montebello Christian Fellowship’s search team as they prepare for this transition.
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Temple Baptist Looking for Pastor
Temple Baptist in Perris is looking for a Senior Pastor once again. When Jim Redden retired as Pastor in July of 2006, their search team spent one year prayerfully looking for their next pastor, who unfortunately resigned recently for impropriety. They currently have a missionary on furlough filling the pulpit and former Pastor John Lyle is acting as interim pastor. They also have a school, K-9, at their location which is under the leadership of Craig Brooks. They would appreciate your prayers as they now look for God's man to lead them as they reach the growing community around Perris.

Transition almost completed in Guam
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Guam will soon complete their interim time with Titus Ministry Interim Pastor Mike Albin. Mike has done a fantastic job of leading Bayview Baptist Church through some very helpful church assessments and processes. The church has developed a purpose statement, vision and goals. They are more externally focused and have trained leaders as they prepare for their next full-time pastor. The church is also continuing to upgrade their website www.bayviewguam.com. Bayview Baptist could start their pastoral search as early as spring 09. 

Search Team selected in Santa Barbara 
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The team of men and women have been selected by Calvary Baptist Church of Santa Barbara to serve as the Pastoral Search Team. Jim Smith met with the group last month to instruct and encourage them as they start the task of finding the next man to be their senior pastor. The search process can take anywhere from 6 to 18 months to complete. CB Southern California will assist as they begin developing their profile and then start receiving résumés.
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CBSC asked to Assist Alpine Christian
Alpine Christian Fellowship’s Elder Board has agreed to have CBSC assist them in evaluating their church health. We met with the church Staff and Elder Board to discuss some current issues and concerns they are experiencing. CBSC recommended that Pastor Ray should have a three-month time of rest and evaluation. CBSC will begin a coaching process and board training, and will take the entire congregation through a church assessment. Pray that this process brings renewed strength and direction for Alpine Christian Fellowship.
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Satellite Ministry Growing in Bellflower
This fall, Journey of Faith Manhattan Beach established a satellite campus at our CB church in Bellflower, New Joy Community Church (now Journey of Faith Bellflower). For the last several months, they have seen an average of almost 100 in attendance every week, including children in the nursery—which has not been is use for a long time. They have repainted walls and installed a new video projector and sound equipment, among other improvements. Campus Pastor Don Willett attends the 8:00 am service at Manhattan Beach and then drives over to the Bellflower campus with the video of Pastor Glen’s message for the 10:30 am service.

Back to top of page

	 

	 
	Proposition 8
	 

	
	passedPost Election Thoughts
Shattering voter records, millions of Californians cast votes on Tuesday; almost half of those voters bypassed the polls and voted early – mostly by mail. The historic numbers were driven by the high interest in the election – in which Sen. Barack Obama was elected our next President, and Californians reclaimed the definition of marriage as between one man and one woman. Voters in California – 5,387,939 of them - 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www-personal.umich.edu/~mejn/election/2008/statemapredbluer1024.png"  Proposition 8 by a margin of 52.5% to 47.5%. The single largest, most powerful grassroots campaign in American history spoke decidedly, as church members, parents and individuals voted – knowing they could be silent no longer. Supporters fasted and prayed, displayed yard signs, waved signs on street corners, walked precincts, called friends, and gave financially. Some were subjected to harassment, attacks and property damage, yet they spoke loudly, and marriage in California has returned to its man-woman definition from before the California Supreme Court’s decision. Thank you one and all! From Ron Prentice, CEO of California Family Council. read more  
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Angry Protesters at Temple Baptist in Fullerton
Pastor Joe LoMusio was planning to attend our monthly Pastors’ Mentoring group on Election Day. His church however, was a polling place in Fullerton that was the focus of many protesters. Pastor Joe made numerous polite attempts have them vacate the church's private property. They refused. The protest attracted the media, the Fullerton police and even the top voting official for the area. In the end, Pastor Joe missed the lunch, was interviewed on the news, and talked with the police, the voting official and some protesters. It was an unexpected time to be missional. Joe missed the lunch, pressed no charges, and the proposition passed.
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Whittier Hills Baptist ChurchSunday, March 1
Our annual meeting will again be held at  on Sunday, March 1. Late afternoon seminars will begin at 3:45 pm follow by a dinner at 5:00 pm before our main session at 6:00 pm. Some of our late afternoon sessions will be led by David Gaunt: “Satellite Church, One Year Later”; David Stanley: “What’s good about an Elders in Training Program”; and Matt Hsieh: “What we see is Working in Temecula.”
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	Journey of Faith in Manhattan Beach
Carole’s Farewell at Journey of Faith
On Saturday, November 1, at , Hope Again said good-bye to [image: image14.jpg]


their founder and Executive Director of 16 years, Carole Clarke. Many shared their appreciation and thanks to Carole, including Glen Martin, Rick Miller, Dennis Baker, Arlene Mason, Jim Smith and more. It was in 1992 that Carole had a dream to help the poor, the lonely, the drug addicts and alcoholics in Hollywood. She started Hope Again in a small room at Hope International Church in Hollywood. Hope Again now rents a ministry center on Sunset Boulevard and owns three houses to serve the needy. They want each one to see the love of Jesus Christ worked out in daily life and have an opportunity to come to Christ (over 100 come to Him each year). Thanks, Carole, for all you’ve done.
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Ross Lokken Commissioned
On Saturday, November 1, 2009, at the conclusion of the farewell to Carole, the Board of Hope Again prayed for God’s blessing upon Ross Lokken as the new Executive Director of Hope Again. Ross shared in a recent newsletter that when Carole announced her desire to retire earlier this year, he was concerned about who they would find to give direction to this important ministry. The first time the chairman of the board asked him to consider the position, Ross told him he thought he was crazy. He persisted and convinced Ross to take a closer look and to pray. God led him to two very significant passages of His Word. The first was Moses at the burning bush. Among all the excuses Moses had (and he had many!), the last is what convicted Ross’s heart the most. Moses told God that there surely must be someone else more qualified. The statement kindled the anger of God. Wow! Ross had no desire to do that. Secondly, in dealing with change, he found Psalm 91:1 – "He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of the LORD, 'He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.’ We congratulate Ross in his new position as the Executive Director of Hope Again and will trust that God’s hand of blessing will be upon him and the ministry. You may contact Ross at: rosshopeagain@gmail.com

Fil-Am Celebration
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This fall, the CB Fil-Am Church in Long Beach celebrated their 19th-year anniversary. Pastor Pol Pili spoke in the morning and their choir sang, under the direction of his wife, Niza. The guest speaker in the evening was Dr. Oscar Baldemor. One of their elders, Mr. Romeo Coloma, launched his mission work to the Philippines (Lord willing). He plans to help a church planter in the Ilocos Region, Northern Philippines.
back to top of pageClose to Home

In 1954, Dr. Robert Dennis was instrumental in founding the Conservative Baptist Association of Southern California and served as its first Executive Director. After a short time, he transitioned to the pastorate, passing the leadership of the association to Dr. George Vouga, but maintaining an influential voice as a CB board member and pastor. Affectionately known as Dr. Bob, he appears to be near his homecoming with the Lord. Now 97 years old (98 in January), he longs to be with Christ as his physical body is rapidly deteriorating and he is under hospice care at his home in Montclair. The family requests no visitors or phone calls. Plans are currently being made for an upcoming funeral service at Foothill Bible Church (FBC). Many at FBC are greatly appreciative of Dr.Bob’s spiritual leadership over the many years in Upland. Please pray for his wife Ora (98 turning 99 in January) and the family during this difficult transition. We are indebted to Dr. Robert Dennis for the work he began which has grown over these many years and has seen countless souls brought into God’s Kingdom. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact - Art Nakamura – Associate Pastor, Foothill Bible Church, (909) 981-2835 ext. 223.
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Baptisms in 2008 … so far
We are in the process of receiving our annual information update forms from our churches for the upcoming 2009 directory. We have 113 membership and fellowshipping churches in our CB Southern California Association working to glorify God and make disciples of Jesus Christ. With only 40 churches reporting, there are already 375 recorded baptisms throughout our regional churches in 2008. We join with all the angels in celebrating these new believers. Keep those survey and information sheets coming!
back to top of page
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Destination: Singapore  
I try to help young missionaries whenever and however I can. I met Alan and Anna Bacock at the farewell reception for Carole Clarke. They, and three others, traveled all the way down from Bishop to join the crowd showing their appreciation to Carole. While talking around the luncheon table, I found out that Alan and Anna are just starting to raise support to go to Singapore with WorldVenture. In Singapore, they will listen to the needs of Asian pastors and missionaries throughout Asia. Their goal will be two fold: to connect these pastors and missionaries with churches in the U.S. to help coordinate more effective short and mid-term mission trips throughout Asia; and to develop a missionary training program to help short-term mission trips have long-term impacts both abroad and at home. If you are looking for a young couple to support financially, give them a call. They would love to tell you more about their upcoming work in Singapore, their background and how you can help financially. What a great Christmas gift that would be! You can read more about them at their World Venture web page or contact them at aab@wven.net or 760-938-2287.
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Bible Seminary of the Americas
This is a great organization to support. It is a small but effective seminary, taught by bi-vocational teachers, committed to teaching doctrine to Spanish-speaking church leaders. Started in 1971 under the leadership of James Duran and now under the leadership of Dr. Rod Wilson, it has seven teaching centers, five in So Cal and two in AZ. This January they are offering a NEW CLASS in English called Leadership Certificate Program, taught by Glen Peterson. It will instruct students in Bible Survey, Leadership Issues, Teaching Methodology and Communication Skills, all to help communicate the Word of God more effectively. For more information, go to http://www.seminariolasamericas.org/ or contact Rod Wilson at rodnmar11@juno.com.
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	Lakeside Community Church in Lake Elsinore
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 just completed a four-week, church-wide campaign through the book of Jonah. They used the book,“Jonah,” written by Dr. Hal Seed, and started 2 new small groups. Pastor Dave Metzger said it was “…one simple five-day devotional book that everybody works through. I would encourage anyone to use it.” If you would be interested in doing a church-wide campaign, you can contact Pastor Hal Seed, (CB church in Oceanside) about the Jonah series, plus his other two series through Daniel (Future Things) and Apologetics (The God Questions). He’ll give you a great deal if you mention this article.

New Song Community Church in Oceanside
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For the fourth year in a row,  will have their very popular, “Hanging of the Greens,” weekend services on December 6th and 7th. Throughout the service, many of the Christmas traditions, such as the wreath, holly, lights, tree, gifts, bells and more, are explained while songs that relate to those traditions are sung and people then hang these decorations in the worship center. At the end of the service, the church is decorated and Pastor Hal Seed gives a concluding Christmas message. It is so meaningful to all who attend, they take the decorations down and repeat it for each service that weekend. 

[image: image20.jpg]


Community Celebration Serving Hot Chocolate
On the Friday and Saturday after Thanksgiving Day, Sunrise Church Wrightwood takes part in the “Wrightwood Mountain Holiday Celebration and Holiday Parade of Lights” by hosting a booth right next to Santa’s house and serving hot chocolate. The whole town comes out for Christmas Caroling, the Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony and the arrival of Santa & Mrs. Claus. While serving free hot chocolate, Sunrise gives out invitations to their church, including their Sunday Services and their special Christmas Eve services. They always have new people visit their church every year.
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	Don’t Forget CB Southern California at Budget Time
	

	  
	Why?
www.cbasc.comWe are all part of the big picture, working together for the kingdom of God. Our association’s goal is to encourage and equip churches in all ways for the glory of God. Our vision is to work together to develop biblical churches that are spiritually alive, culturally relevant, unified in spirit, mobilized for ministry, expressing compassion for the whole person, sensitive to the needs of all people, and aggressive in evangelism and church planting throughout the world. 

Through your support of CBSC, we are able to assist churches with mediation and conflict resolution; professional development; 
church staff and pastoral ordination; mentoring groups for Pastors; training events for Pastors and Leaders; board training; counseling services for pastoral and ministry leaders facing stress and other issues in their personal, professional and family life; church health evaluations and assessments; and retreats for all ages. In addition, we offer financial guidance and accountability through offering assistance for church bookkeepers; guidance and referrals on legal issues; administrative and operational support; and assistance with other financial issues. CBSC also helps churches in transition, providing consultation and support in the pastoral search process including: pastoral search committee training, pulpit supply and interim pastors. Our monthly e-newsletter is filled with ideas for sermons, community outreach, and ministry opportunities from churches around Southern California. Our website provides access to numerous resources and relevant information at As some churches are planning budgets for next year, we would like to ask you to remember CBSC in your planning. We are better together. God did not call us to be isolated and independent, but interdependent and cooperative with one another. We encourage each member church of our association to consider giving 3% or more of your budget towards your regional office. Some churches have called and asked, “Why CB Southern California?” Here are some reasons churches should support their association along with their own ministries.


.
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national officeYour support of CBSC is also supporting our , CBAmerica, which coordinates activities and events between our eight USA regions and works closely with CBGlobal, our multinational association. We are partnering together in pastoral education and development; short-term Exchange Teams; international church planting in areas where CB is not yet present; partnering with other agencies; and more. Our chaplaincy program, currently working with more than 225 chaplains representing CBAmerica throughout the world, including Iraq, is also coordinated from our national office. We offer a national retirement plan that saves pastors on current income taxes and lets them build a retirement account that will bring financial peace in their retirement years. CBAmerica also works with Tyndale House publishers to provide you with discounted Bibles, software and books.

So, thanks for your support.

	 

	 
	Contact Us
	 

	 
	Welcome to our monthly newsletter. If you know of individuals who would like to receive E-News, please contact us with their email addresses. If this format doesn’t work well for your email program and you can’t see the graphics, please look for this publication on our website at: http://www.cbasc.com/. Click on [image: image22.jpg]


the link for our Current Newsletter.www.cbasc.com/
CB Southern California
Phone: 909.944. 5900  Fax: 909.944.5991
9640 Center Avenue, Suite 100
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730
  cbministries@cbasc.com   
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